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Introduction
First name: Vahedberdi 
Second name: Sheikh
Date of birth: 1973
Nationality: Iranian
Educational history:
– BSc (1992-1996): Natural Resources Engineering, Gorgan University of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (GUASNR)
– MSc (1996-1998): Watershed Management (Tehran University)
– PhD (2002-2006): Erosion, Soil and Water Conservation (Wageningen 
University and Research Centre) 
Title of PhD thesis: Soil Moisture Prediction: Bridging Event and 
Continuous Runoff Modelling (Promotors: Prof. L. Stroosnijder and Dr. 
E.E. van Loon) 
Work affiliation: Watershed Management Department, GUASNR, 
Golestan, Gorgan, IRAN
LDD & personal and profe sio l evelopment 
LDD & personal and professional development LDD & personal and profe sio l evelopment 
LDD & personal and professional development LDD & personal and profe sio l evelopment 
LDD & personal and professional development LDD & personal and profe sio l evelopment 
LDD & personal and professional development 
Personal benefits
– Greater and wider political awareness
– Contact with international students from many 
countries
– English language improvement
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Personal benefits
– Greater and wider political awareness
• If I believe that my political awareness has 
increased, I should be careful and not to talk much 
about politics
• Only believe me that it happened!!
• In political world every spoken word or sentence 
can be interpreted in many ways and may have 
unexpected consequences
– Note: These are media and politician who  
which shape (correctly or incorrectly) the 
communities view not we scientists and 
modelers!!
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– Contact with international students from many 
countries
• Welcoming to a new roommate from a new country every 6
months during 2002 – 2006
• Countries: Brazil, Peru, India, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Eritrea
• Meeting more students from other countries during 
postgraduate courses and other occasions 
• Benefits: exchanging scientific experiences and cultural 
information
– Outcome: Globalization & multidisciplinarity
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– English language improvement
• ESWC group’s friendly international (PhD students 
from various countries) environment provided me a 
valuable opportunity to practice and improve my 
English
Benefit: Chance to communicate world-widely, think 
globally and act locally 
Other benefit: my 3 sons also learned Dutch (It even 
helped their German and English) 
LDD & personal and profe sio l evelopment 
LDD & personal and professional development 
Professional benefits
– Knowledge development
– Skill development
– Job Position and promotion
LDD & personal and profe sio l evelopment 
LDD & personal and professional development 
– Knowledge development
• Soil erosion
• Soil and water conservation
• Drylands management\
• Modelling 
• Environmental science
• Climate change
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– Skill development
• Software (R, PCRaster, ArcView)
• Simulation models (WEPP, WEPS, SWAP, LISEM, 
BEACH)
• Writing journal articles and conference papers 
(Authoring or Co-authoring more than 10 journal 
articles, more than 50 national and/or international 
conference papers)
• Translating one watershed management textbook to 
Persian language
• Familiarization and working with soil and water 
research equipments (meteostation, e-sense, Trime, 
etc.) Æ Responsibility of equipping our Dept.’s 
Watershed studies lab
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– Job position and promotion
• Assistant Professor at Dept. Watershed 
Management (2006 – 2012)
• Head of the Dept. (Oct. 2007 – Oct. 2009 & Nov. 2009
– till now)
• Executive manager of 5th National Conference on 
Sustainable Watershed Management (Mar. 2008)
– Main impact: Application for Associate 
professorship
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Benefits to my country
– Teaching 
– Supervising & (research!!)
– Organizing national conference and local seminars, 
etc.
LDD & personal and profe sio l evelopment 
LDD & personal and professional development 
– Teaching 
BSc courses
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No Title credits
1 Weather and Climatology 3
2 General Hydrology 3
3 Rainwater Harvesting in Arid Zones 2
4 Iranian Water Resources Geography 2
5 English for Range and Watershed 
Management students
2
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– Teaching (Cont’d)
MSc courses
– Supervising & (research!!)
• BSc projects: 10 cases
• MSc theses: 10 cases finished + 6 under supervision 
• Advisor: 2 PhD students
• Giving consultancy and encouraging young postgraduates to 
look outside Iran (internship, PhD position, etc.)
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No Title credits
1 Soil & Water Issues in Arid Zones of Iran 2
2 Principles of Hydrological Modelling 2
3 Water Resources Management 2
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– Organizing national conference and local seminars, 
etc.
• 5th National Conference on Sustainable Watershed 
Management with more than 300 participants in 
Mar.2008
• Local Seminar of Integrated Watershed 
Management in 2009
• Provincial Workshop of Water Quality Assessment 
and Modelling in 2009 by inviting a lecturer from 
Australian National University
• Participation in national conferences (paper 
presentation, paper review, scientific committee)
• Reviewing articles for National Journals
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Benefits for the region
Participation in international conferences and workshops
• European SWAT Autumn School "Hydroinformatics for River 
Basin Management“, Toledo, Spain, 2007
• Int. Conf. on Climate and Water Balance Changes in the 
Caspian Region, Astrakhan, Russia, Oct. 2010  
• 4th Regional Conference on Climate Change, Tehran, Iran, 
Dec.2010
• Int. Course of MODELKEY DSS System, Istanbul, Turkey, Sep. 
2011
• Int. Conference on Sustainable Watershed Management 
(SUWAMA2011), Istanbul, Turkey, Sep. 2011
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Benefits/Contacts with Wageningen/The 
Netherlands
– Ordering lab equipment from Eijkelkamp Agrisearch 
Company via its representative in Tehran (Soil 
sampling kits, Trime-FM, Augers, Double rings, Soil 
profile sampler, Divers (in future))
– Inviting teachers for soil erosion measurement and 
modelling (planned for Oct. 2012)
– Online participation in Wageningen Alumni surveys 
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Thank   you  for 
your attention and 
patience
